Modoc County’s 1st West Nile Dead Bird Case for 2007
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Modoc County Public Health Department has been notified of its first WNV infected bird of 2007. The bird was picked up in the Jess Valley area. WNV is not spread person-to-person, but is transmitted through the bite of an infected mosquito. 

 

To minimize the risk of mosquito bites and to decrease your risk of contracting WNV, remember the four D’s:

1.                  Drain standing water around the house weekly to prevent mosquitoes from laying eggs in old tires, cans, flowerpots, clogged rain gutters, rain barrels, toys and puddles.

2.                  Dusk and dawn are when mosquitoes that carry the virus are most active, so limit outdoor activities during these times or take precautions to prevent mosquito bites.

3.                  DEET is an effective ingredient to look for in insect repellents. Always follow label instructions carefully.

4.                  Dress in long sleeves and pants during dawn and dusk or in areas where mosquitoes are active.

 

County residents are encouraged to report recently dead birds to the State hotline at 877-WNV-BIRD (877-968-2473). Birds that have been dead for more than 24 hours will not be able to be tested. The State Department of Health Services will determine if testing is appropriate. 

 

The Modoc County Health Department will NOT accept dead birds or possible infected animals at the office on Main Street. State Protocol is to call hotline and a trained Public Health Staff member will pick up the bird. 

 

