Multi-Jurisdictional Disease Investigation Training
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





Contact: Linda Doyle

April 11, 2005







Phone: 530-233-6311
 
Local Health Professionals Get Trained for Disease Outbreak Investigation
 
(Alturas, CA) 4/11/05– In an effort to expand its ability to rapidly respond to disease outbreaks, Bioterrorism, or other public health emergencies Modoc County Public Health Department will join local health departments across the state in an interactive multi-media training exercise on April 19, 2005.

With the emergence of new infectious diseases such as bird flu, severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), and West Nile virus, the training is timely.
 
“The most critical resource in the proper detection and reporting of public health outbreaks is a well-trained frontline staff,” said Kelly Crosby, Deputy Director of Public Health.
 
Modoc County Public Health will launch its local training at 441 North Main Street from 8:30 AM--5:00 PM.
 
Coordinated by the California Department of Health Services, the training will consist of presentations by communicable disease experts via satellite, role-playing activities, and practical skills building such as learning strategies for locating infected individuals.
 
“To guarantee a rapid response in the event of a public health emergency, health departments must have sufficient staff to respond,” said Kelly Crosby. “Staff who do not usually conduct disease investigation will be trained to conduct telephone interviews and home visits during an outbreak.  This training will assist staff in developing a coordinated response plan ahead of time and ultimately prevent the spread of disease.”
